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After the death of his wife Count Alexis concentrated all his attention
on the upbringing of his daughter. As teachers for her he brought in educated
men who joined to enlightened intellects a purity of morals and religiousness,
the foundation stone of education.

For his part in the war against Napoleon in 1806, he was awarded the
Order of St. Vladimir. Then, ending his days in Moscow with his daughter in
undisturbed peace, Count Alexis died on December 24, 1808, after a short ill-
ness, in the 72nd year of his life.

Countess Anna, who until then had not known sorrow or grief, was
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overwhelmed by her father’s death and fainted, remaining unconscious for 14
hours without any sign of life. No sooner had she (on awakening) put on a
black mourning dress, than, in the presence of others, she went to the icons and,
falling on her knees, uttered these words with sobs: “Oh Lord! Thou hast taken
my mother whom I never knew, and now it has been pleasing to Thee to take
my father. Then be for me in place of mother and father and direct all the
steps of my life.” This prayer, uttered from the depths of a pure heart with
complete faith and hope in God, received the blessing of God for all the re-

mainder of her life.
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THE ORTHODOX WORD
for himself personally.” Countess Anna thus quite consciously became Photius’
chief ally in the battle for the purity of Orthodoxy, giving her money abundant-
ly for this cause, and serving by her example of a humble, truly Christian life as
a kind of antipodes to the “charismatic” Tatarinova and other “prophetesses”.

The departute of Archimandrite Innocent from Petersburg, while os-
tensibly a “promotion” to the rank of Bishop, was actually an exile caused by
his falling out of favor at the Imperial Court owing to his expression of opposi-
tion to the “mystical” views then in fashion. The subsequent death of Bishop
Innocent, within a few months of teaching his see of Penza, so affected Fr.
Photius that he asked permission to retire for a while to the remote monastery
of Konevits on Lake Ladoga, north of Petersburg. Here for the first time he
saw the strict monastic life at its best: the rule of life was truly coeno-
bitic, with everything in common; the church Typicon of services was strictly
kept, with singing done in the ancient Znamenny chant; the monks themselves
were sober and silent. Here the dream was born in the heart of Fr. Photius one
day to establish such a monastery himself. Later, when he became Archimandrite
at the Yuriev monastery in Novgotod and rebuilt this ancient monastery, perhaps
the chief adornment he gave to it was the institution there of the ancient mon-
astic rule of life which he had seen at Konevits.

In 1821, Photius was appointed Abbot of the Derevyanitsky monastery
in Novgorod, which in a shott time, with the aid of Countess Anna, he totally
restored from a state of poverty and near destruction. The next year he was
transferred to another Novgorod monastery, that of Skovorodsky, which he also
restored from a similar state. At the end of the same year of 1822 he was again
transferred, this time to become Archimandrite in the Yuriev (St. George)
monastery in Novgorod, a famous and ancient monasety (11th century) which
was then in a state of total decline. Here he was to spend the rest of his life,
totally renewing this monastery both inwardly and outwardly.

Personally, his heart desired the desert life of the ancient Fathers. Even
in the midst of the splendor of the restored monastery in which he lived, he led
the life of a recluse, increasing his strictness with each new year. During the
Great Lent he would not speak at all. His fasting was extreme, and in his last
years he knew no other food than prosphora from church and sometimes the
simplest kind of porridge, with no drink but water. He was the first to enter
church, and the last to leave; he himself tended the always-burning lamps before
the main icons of the Saviour and the Mother of God. He had a small prayer
cell in the monastery where he would come every midnight, and every day at
the third, sixth, and ninth hours, in order to weep and pray; here his soul was
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Elder Parthenius of the Kiev Caves Lavra  Blessed Theophilus of the Kiev Caves

This, together with many other signs and the whole way of life of the
Countess, leaves no room to doubt that she (probably in the year 1845) became
the Nun Agnia, and in this sacred calling drew srtength for her wondrous, vir-
tuous and ascetic life.

Upon hearing of her death, the former Minister of Public Education,
Prince Platon A. Shirinsky-Shikhmatov, wrote the following to Archimandrite
Manuel concerning the Countess and her significance:

“We have lost a living, instructive example of ancient Christian piety,
so rare in our time, but we have acquired a fervent intercessor before the Throne
of God. She will not forget us in the mansions on high, just as here below she
did not forget the least of the brethren in Christ who asked her help. Here on the
sea of life, stirred by the storm of dangers, her sacred memory will long be a
guiding star towards the quiet harbor of salvation. Her virtues, from which one
can now remove the covering of modesty without harm to her, will long serve
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